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‘ vn bt The president reached the congress-hall a little 
a) he Inaugur ation. a before 12; and at the same ike the ex-president 
. WASHINGTON, MARCH ¥- arrived, and the judges of the supreme court. Al} 
The following letter was received by the senate having entered the chamber of the senate, then in 
from the president elect, and read : session, the vice-president took the chair, and the 
City of Washington, March 1, 1817. oath of office was administered to him. A perti- 
Srr—I beg leave through you to irform the ho-/ vent address was delivered on the occasion by the 
norable senate of the United States, that I propose vice-president. 
to take the oath which the constitution prescribes} Wj, ceremony having ended, the senate ad- 
to the president of the United States before he journed, and the president and vice-president, the 
enters on the execution of his office, on Tuesday, judges of the supreme court, the senate generally, 
the 4th inst. at 12 o’clock, in the chamber of the/'the marshals, &c. attended the president to the ele-« 
house of representatives. — vated portico temporarily erected for the occasion, 
_ 1 have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, where, in the presence of an immense concourse of 
sir, your most obedient humble servant. ; ‘officers of the government, foreign officers, stran- 
JAMES MONROE. gers, (ladies as well as gentlemen) and citizens, 


; “eside ‘the senate of the U. States. . ° . 
The hon. John Gaillard, president of the senate of the iia | the president rose and delivered the foilowing 
Order of arrangement on the fourth of March, SPEECH 


1817; determined on by the committee of the I should be destitute of feeling if Iwas not deep- 


senate. | ant . : . 
: bane y affected by the strong proof which my fellow-ci- 
The senate will meet and be organized in the se- tizens have given me of their confidence, in call- 


nate chamber at 11 o’clock, A. M. and remove to!. ; ; 
(In igh of whos s 1; 
the chamber of the house of representatives in|'/8 M© to the high office, whose functions I am 


. . jabout to assume. As the expression of their good 
i "eCeiV 3res t elect at the appoint-! —... ; : : 
ee eS ~~ a, , Pl opinion of my conduct in the public service, I de 
ed hour of 12 o’clock. 


The ec Seek a caieeeeniis will eenaiiin ithe rive from it a gratification, which those who are 
+ derga: wegen dig aie je te a_ {conscious of having done all that they could to 
president elect at the door of the chamber of the ' 


I e sentatives. and conduct him to the merit it, can alone feel. My sensibility is increas 
a Se ee led by a just estimate of the importance of the 
lair. oF 


‘trust, and of the nature and extent of its duties; 


The president elect will be attended by heads | with the proper discharge of which the highest in- 


of departments, marshal of the district, marshals |, es 
“pera erests of a great and free people are intimate 
of the day, and the mayors of the district. 5 JO. ly 


T! ident of the be witts hin seoretare ‘connected. Conscious of my own deficiency, I can- 
Pate: = aha ~ ch ~ ar a: " hs 7 eh “he -2? not enter on these duties without great anxiety for 
Punbwnr trie tafe: beg Son tomes *-Pre-'the result. From a just responsibility I will never 


. a é. ar hous heu ; : 
sident on his right, and the speaker of the house af shrink; calculating with confidence, that in my best 
representatives on his left. 


he heads of departments to be seated on the! efforts to promote the public welfare, my motives 


, ; a ae . «| Will always be duly appreciated, and my conduct be 
right, and the foreign ministers, with their suites,| i: owed wit that candor and indulgence which I 
on the left of the chair. 


eae Ihave experienced in otber stations. 

The judges of the supreme court to be — In commencing the duties of the chief executive 

at the table in front of the chair. , office, it has been the practice of the distinguished 
The senate to fill the seats immediately in front.| men who have gone before me, to explain the prin. 
Members of congress, and such persons as, bY | ciples which would govern them in their respective 

the standing rules of congress, are admitted to a) in following their venerated ex- 


» aililn Tak biiaitilean eat ‘ "a ; administrations. 
Seat within the Champers, will occupy seats on “jample, my attention is naturally drawn to the great 
‘causes Which have contributed in a principal de- 

















floor. 


Ladies will be accommodated with seats in the pice, to produce the present happy condition of the 


chamber to the utmost extent, consistent with the); They will best explain the nature 
of our duties, and shed much light on the policy 


: United States. 
preceding arrangements. 
x > rT ba es: { ‘ ‘“ 
The end door of the gallery will be open for oe which ought to be pursued in future. 
{| From thecommencement of our revolution to the 


accommodation of citizens generally. 
us » Fal J he Po ral ¥ eo) ate € é 
from the establishment of this constitution, twenty 


be received on the floor of the chamber; and cffi- 
. ; ‘ ° . : ey he é 

cers will be appointed to enforce these regulations. | eioht, Through this whole term, the government 

Washington, March 5. |has been, what may emphatically be called, 


Under the auspices of a delightful day, yester-!/self government; and what has been the effect? To 
uay took place the interesting ceremony attendant | whatever object we turn our attention, whether it 
on the entrance of the president elect of the Unit |relates to our foreign or domestic concerns, we find 
ed States, on the duties of his arduous station. The) abundant cause to felicitate ourselves in the excels 
ceremony and the spectacle were simple, but! lence of our institutions. During a period fraught 
grand, animating and impressive. ‘with difficulties, and marked by very extraordinary 

At half afier 11 o’clock, the president, with him/ events, the United States have flourished beyond 
the vice-president elect, left his private residence,jexample. Their citizens, mdividually, have been 
attended by a large cavalcade of citizens on horse-|i1appy, and the nation prosperous. 
back, marshalled by the gentlemen appointed to| Under this constitution our commerce has been 
‘that duty. } wisely regulated with foreign nations, and betwee: 

Vou, XITP. B , 
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' the stutes; new-states have becn admitted into our 


union; our territory has been enlarged, by fair and 
honoreble treaty, and with great advantage to the 
original states; the states respectively, protected 
by the national government, under a mild parental 
system, agains® foreign dangers, and enjoying with- 
in their separate spheres, by a wise partition of 
ower, a just proportion of the sovereignty, have 
unproved their police, extended their settlements, 
and attained a strengthand maturity which are the 
best proofs of wholesome laws, well administered. 
And if we took to the condition of individuals, what 
a prod spectacle does it exhibit! on whom has op- 
pression fallen in any quarter of our Union? Who 
has been deprived of any right of person or pro- 
perty? Who restrained from offering his vows, in 
tiie mode which he prefers, to the Divine Author 
ofhis being? It is well known that all these bles- 
siuys bave been enjoyed in their fullest extent; and 
Tadd, with pecuisy satisfaciion, that there has beep 
no example of a capital punishment being inflic- 
ted on any one for the crime of high treason. 
Some, Who might admit the competency of our 
government to these beneficent duties, might doubt 
it, in trials, which put to the test its streng ch and 
elliciency, as 2 member of the great community of| 
nations. Here, too, experience has afforded us the) 
most setisfaetory proof in its favor, Just as this con- 


union that is not particularly interested in preset?” 
ing it. The great egricultural interest of the na- 
tion prospers under its protection. Local interests 
are not less fostered by it. Our fellow citizens of 
the north, engaged in navigation, find great en- 
couragement in being made the favored carriers of 
the vast productions of the other portions of the 
United States, while the inhabitants of these are 
amply recompensed, in their turn, by the nursery: 
for seamen and naval force, thus formed and reared 
up for the support of our common rights. Our 
manufacturers find a genercus encouragement by 
the policy which patronizes demestic industry; and 
the surplus of our produce, a steady and profitable 
market by local wants, in less favored parts, at 
home. 

Such, then, being the highly favored condition 
of our country, it is the interest of every citizen to 
maintain it. What are the dangers which menace 
us? Ifany exist, they ought to be a-certained and 
guarded against. ; 

In explaining my sentiments on this subject, it 
may be asked, what raised us to the present happy 
State? How did we accommplish the revolution ? 
How remedy the defects of the first instrument of 
our union, by infusing into the national government 
sufficient power for national purposes, without im- 
pairing the just rights of the states, or affecting 





stitution was put into action, several of the princi 
pal states of Europe had become much agitated, and | 
some of them seriously convulsed. | 
wers ensued, which have, of lxte only, been term1- 
minated. Ia the course of these co.jflicts, the Uni 
ted S:ates received great injury from several of the 
parties It was their interest to stand aloof from the 
conest, to demand justice from the party commit- 
ting the injury, and to cultivate, by a fair and ho- 
norable conduct, the friendsisip of all. War became 
at length inevitable, and the resuli has shewn 
thai our government is equal to that, the greatest of 
trials, under the most unfavorable circumstances. 
Of the virtue of the people, and of the heroic ex- 
ploits of the army, the navy, and the militia, I need 
not speak. 

Such, then, is the happy government under which 


ithase of individtals ? 


‘ | 
Destructive | 





we live; a government adequate to every purpose 


for which the social compact is formed; a govern-}soon found. 
ment elective in all its branches, under which every | 


How sustain, and nass with 
Slory through the late war?) ‘The government bas 
been in the hands of the peopie. To the people, 
therefore, and to the faithful and able depositories 
of their trust, is the credit due. Had the people 
of the United States been cdica'ed in different 
principies; had they been less i: elligent, less inde- 
pendent, or less viriuous, can it be believed that 
we should have maintained the same steady and 
consistent career, or been blessed with the same 
Success? Wi.ile then, the constituent body retains 
is present sound and healthful state, every thing 
will be safe.—They will choose competent and faith- 
ful representatives for every department. It is only 
when the people become ignorant and corrupt; 
when they degenerate into a populace, that they 
are incapable of exercising the sovereignty. Usur- 
pation is then an easy attainment, and an usurper 
) The people themselves become the 
willing instruments of their own debasement and 


citizen may, by his merit, obtain the highest trusi jruin. Let us then look to the great cause, and 
yecognized by the constitution; which contains |endeavor to preserve it in full force. Let us, by all 


Within it no cause of discord; none to put at vari-| 


ance one portion of the community with another; 


wise and constitutional measures, promote intelli- 
gence among the people, as the best means of pre- 


a government which protects every citizen in the |serving our liberties. 


full enjoyment of his riglits and is able to protect | 


} 
; 
; 


the nation against injustice from foreign powers. 


Other considerations, of the highest importance,, 
admonish us to cherish our union, and to cling to! 


Dangers from abroad are not less deserving of 
attention Experiencing the fortune of other na- 
tions, the Unite: States may again be involved in 
war, and it may in that event be the object of the 


the government which suppor's it. Fortunate as we/adverse party to overset our government, to break 


are, in our political institutions, we have not been! 


‘our union and demolish us as a nation. 


Our dis- 


less so in other circumstances, on which our pros-;tance from Europe, and the just, moderate and 
; ry 3 é 3 


perity and happiness essentially depend. 


Situated | pacific policy of our government may form some 


within the temperate zone, and exiending through | security against these dangers, but they ought te 


many degrees of latitude along the Atlantic, the; be anticipated and guarded against. 


Many of our 


United States enjoy all the varieties of climate,|citizens are engaged in commerce and navigation, 


and every production incident to that portion of 
the globe. Penetrating, internally, to the great 
lakes, and beyond the sources of the great rivers 
which communicate through our whole interior, 
no country was ever happier with respect to its 
domain. Blessed too with a fertile soil, our pro- 
duce has always been very abundant, leaving, even 
in years the least favorable, a surplus for the wants 
of our fellow-men in other countries. Such as our 
meculke felicity, that there is nota part of eur 


‘ 


and all of them are in a certain degree dependent 
|on their prosperous state. 


Many are enguged in 
the fisheries. These interests are exposed to in- 
vasion in the wars between other powers, and we 
should disregard the faithful admonitions of experi- 
ence if we did not expect it. We must support 
our rights or lose our character, and with it per- 
haps our liberties. A people who fail to do it, can 





pacers be said to hold a place among independent 


nations. National honor is national property of the 
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highest value. The santionent in the mind of every | 
citizen, is national strength. It ought therefore to 
be cherished. le 


To sectire us against these dangers, our coast, 
and inland frontiers should be fortified, our army 
and navy regulated upon just principles as to the 
force of cach, be kept in perfect order, and our 
militia be placed on the best practic: able footing. 
To put our extensive coast in such a state of de- 
fence, as to secure our cities and interior from 
ivasion, will be attended with cxpenee, but the 


work when finished will be permanent, and it is, 


fair to presume that a singie campaign of invasion, 
by a naval force, superior to our own, aided by a 





secting the country with so many great rivers, bavs 
and lakes, approaching from disiant points so near to 

each other, that the inducement to complete (re 
work seems to be petuliar ty strong. A more inte- 
resting spectacle was, perhaps, never seen than ts 
exhibited within the limits of ihe Unived States; a 
territory so vast, and advantageously sii tated, con- 
taining objects so grant, sauseful, so happily con- 
nected in all their parts. 

Our manufactures will, likewise, require the svs- 
tematic and fostering care of the goverimmont. Pog. 
sessing, as we do, all the raw materiais, - frruit 
of onr own soil and industry, we ought not to de- 
pend, in the degree we have done, on lath feom 





few thousand land troops, would expose us to a 
gsreater expence, without taking into the estimate 
the loss of property and distress of our citizens, | 
than would be sufficient for this great work. Our 
land and naval forces should be moderate, but ade- 
quate to the necessary purposes. The former to | 
rarrison and preserve our fortifications and to meet | 
the first invasions of a forei; gn foe; and, while con- 
stituting the elements of a greater force, toe preserve| 
the science, as wellas all the necessary imple ments | 
of war, in a state to be brought into activity in the 
event of war. 


the neutrality of the Unit 
the wars of other powers and in saving the pro-) 
perty of their citizens from spoliation. In time of 
war, with the enlargement, of which the great) 
naval resources of the country render it suscepti: |t 
ble, and which shou!d be duly fostered in time of; 
peace, it would contribute essentially, both as an 
auxiliary of defence, and as a powerful engine of; 
annoyance, to diminish the calamities of war, and) 
to bring the war to a speedy and honorable termina- 
tion. 

But it ought always to be held prominently in| 
view, that the safety of these states, and of every 
thing dear to a free peopie, must depend, in an emt- 
nent degree, on the militia. invasions may be made} 
too formidable to be resisted by any land and naval 
force, which it would comport, either with the prin-| 
cipies of our government, or the circumstances of} 
the United States, to maintain. In such cases, re-| 
course must be had to the great body of the peo- 
ple, and in a manner to produce the best effect. Ut 
is of the highest importance, therefore, that they be 
so organized and trained, as to be prepared for any 
emer wency. The arrangement should be such as to | 


ed States with dignity in 


g 
put at the command of the vovernment the ardent 


patriotism, and youthful vigor of the country. If 
formed on equal and just principles, it cannot be 
oppressive. It is the crisis which makes the pres- 
sure, und not the laws, which provide a remedy for 
it. This arrangement should be formed, too, in 
time of peace, to be the better prepared for war. 
With such an organization, of such a people, the 
United States have nothing to dread from foreign 
invasion. At its approach, an overwhelming force 
of gallant men might always be put in motion. 
Other interests, of ligh importance, will claim 
attention; among which, the improvement of our 
country, by roads and canals, proceeding always 
with a constitutional sanction, holds a distinguished 
place. By thus facilitating the intercourse between 
the states, we shall add much to tle convenience: 
and comfort of our fellow-citizens, much to theor- 
nament of the countrys end, what is of greater im- 
portance, we shall shorten distances, and by making 
each part more accessible to and dependent on the! 
other, we shall bind the union more closely toge- 
ther, Nature has done so much for us by inter. 


The latter, retained within the iimits! 
proper ina state of peace, might aid in maintaining] 


other countries. While we are thus dependent, the 
jsudden event of war, unsought and unexpec’e}, 
cannot fail to plunge us into the most serious 
|fioulties. It is importani, too, that the capital which 
‘nourishes our manufactures should be de ymiestic, as 
Hits influence in that case, instead of ex): aust “ft, aS 


life 


it may do in foreign hands, world be fei sh 
seorsl on agriculture, and every other brane): of 
industry. FE quay important is 1%, to provide at home 


/a mar ket for our raw materi: sale, as bv extending the 
| competition, it will enhance the price, and protect 
ithe cultivator aguinst the casualties incident to fo- 
reign markets. — 

| With the Indian tribes it is « to culite 
vate fr iendly ‘elations, and to set with kindnes: sd 
liberality in all our transaciions. Equcdiy psoper 
is it, to persevere in our efforts to extend to them 
‘the advantages of civilization. 


| The great amount of out revenue, and i fon. 
irishing state of the treasury, are a full proof of the 
| compe: ency of the national resources, for any emer. 

| gency, as they are ef the willingness cf our felo. 

citizens to bear the burthens which the mablic “O 
| cessities require. The vast amount of vacant jan’ 

the value of which daily augments, forins an ada 
‘tional resource of great extent and duration. T Lesa 
jresources, besides accomplishing every other neces- 
‘sary purpose, puts it completely in the po. er “4 
|the United States to discharge the national Jeb! 
an early period, Peace is the best time for improve. 
jment, and preparation of every kinct: it is in peice 
that our commerce flourishes most, that taxes are 
most easily paid, and that the revenue is mosi pro- 
| ductive. 


sit caty 


Se 


The executive is charged, officiaily, in the de- 
partments under it, with the disbursement of 
| public money, and is responsible for the faithful xp- 
plication of it, to the purposes for which it is raised. 
‘The legislature is the watcuful guardian over te 
public purse. Ii is its duty to see that the disburse. 
ment has been honestly made. To meet ihe meget. 
site responsibility, every facility should Se afforde au 
to the executive, to enable it to bring the pubdtic 
agents entrusted with the public money, strictly an ¢ 
promptiy to account. Nothing should be pres ined 
against them; butil, with the requisite facilities, the 
public money is suifered to lie tong and useless! Ys in 
their hands, they will not be the only defaulters, nor 
will the demoraliz zing effect be confined to them. ft 
will evince a relaxation, and want of tone in the ad- 
Frccgmesecgaa which will be felt by the whole com- 
imunity. IL shalidoallthat Lecanto secure economy 
land fidelity in this important branch of | ihe acdimin 
| tration, and i doubt not, that the legisiature wih 
| perf’ vim its duty with equal zeal. A thorouch ex- 
amination should be regularly made, aad Ef will pry 
mote it. 

It is particularly gratifying to me, to enter on 
the dischar; ge of these duties, at a time 
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United States are blessed with peace. It is a stat® 
most consistent with their prosperity and happiness. 
It will be my sincere desire to preserve it, so far 
as depends on the executive, on just principles, 
with all nations, claiming nothing unreasonable of 
any, and rendering to each what is its due. 

Equally gratifying is it to witness the increased 
harmony of opinion which pervades our union. Dis- 
cord does not belong to our system. Union is recom- 
mended, as well by the free and benign principies 
of our government, extending its blessings to every 





mdividual, as by the other eminent advantages at- 
tending it. The American people have encountered, 
together great dangers, and sustained severe trials | 
with success. They constitute one great fuinily,| 
with a common interest. Experience has enlight-| 
ened us on some questions of essential importance | 
to the country. ‘The progress has been slow, dic | 
tated by a just reflection, and a fait ful regard to: 
every interest connected with it. To promote this, 
harmony, in accord with the principles of our repub | 
lican government, and in a manner to give them the} 
most complete effect, and to advance, in all other} 
respects, the best interests of our country, will be, 
the object of my constant and zealcus exertions. 
Never did a government commence under auspi-| 
@es so favorable, no. ever was success so complete. | 
If we look to the history of oiher nations, ancient or, 
modern, we find no example of a growth so rapid! 
$0 gigantic; of a people so prosperous and happy.| 
In contemplating what we have still to perforin, aed 
heart ofevery citizen must expand with joy, when} 
he reflects how near our government has approached | 
to perfection; that in respect to it we have no essen-, 
tial improvement to make; that the great object 


mili'ary honors, by the marine corps, by the George 
town riflemen, a company of artillery, and two 
companies of infantry from Alexandria; and on his 
return was saluted in like manner. 

It is impossible to compute with any thing like 
accuracy the number of carriages, horses, and per- 
sons present. Such a concourse was never before 
seen in Washington; the number of persons present 
being estimated at from five to eight thousand. Tne 
mildness and radiance of the dav cast a bri liant 
hue on the complexion of the whole ceremony; and 
it is satisfactory to say, that we heard of no accident 
during the day, notwithstanding the magnitude of 
the assemblage. 

The president and his lady, after his return, re- 
ceived at their dwelling the visits of their friends, 
of the heads of departments, most of the senators 
and representatives, of all the foreign ministers at 
the seat of government, of strangers and ciiizens; 
who also generally paid the tribute of their unabated 
respect to Mr. and Mrs. Madison. 

The evening concluded with a splendid ball at 
Davis's hotel; at which were present the president 
and ex-president and their ladies, the heads of de- 
partmen s, foreign ministers, and an immense throng 
of strangers and citizens. 





Address of the vice-president to the senate, after 
having taken the oath of office on the fourth day 
of March. 

Gentlemen of the senate : 

In entering the office of vice-president, f beg 
leave to offer a public acknowledgement of the 
honor conferred upon me by the peeple of the Unit- 
ed States, by placing me next in their confidence 


is to preserve it in the essential principles and fea-\to that illustrious citizen whose patriotism, virtue, 


ures which characterize it, and that that is to be 
done by preserving the virtue and enlightening the 
minds of the people; and, as a security uguinst fo- 
reign dangers, to adopt such arrangements as sre 





* . ; - " . . } 
indispensable to the support of our independence, | 


our rights and liberties. 
reer in which we have advanced so far, and in the 


vor of a gracious Providence, to attain the high des- 
tiny which seems to await us. 


In the administration of the illustrious men who| 


and eminent public services, receive this day the 
highest reward that a free people can bestow. 

I assume the duties assigned me in the senate, 
with the greatest diffidence, arising from a con- 
sciousness of my inexperience in the forms of deli- 


If we persevere in the ca-|berate assemblies; and when, at the same time, I 


reflect that this chair has hitherto been adorned by 
path aiready traced, we cannot fail, under the veel 


men of the first distinction for experience, talents 
and character, [ am oppressed by the magnitude 
of the responsibility which now devolves upon me. 

My heart assures me that I may promise upright 





























have preceded me in this high station, with some of|intentions, zealous industry and rigid impartiality, 
whom I have been connected by the closest ties|If aught beyond these shall merit approbation, it 
from early life, examples are presented which will/will be justly ascribed to the wisdom and mag: 
always be found highly imstructive and useful to{/nanimity of the members of this dignified body— 
their successors. From these I shall endeavor to de-jand upon that wisdom and magnanimity I entirely 
rive ali the advantages which they may afford. Of iny repose myself for guidance and support. 
immediate predecessor, under wiiom so important! 
a portion of this great and successful experiment) 
has been made, I shall be pardoned for expressing} . el ’ ° 
my earnest wishes, that he may long enjoy in his’ \ ice-presiaent Pompkins. 
retirement the affections of a grateful country, the The governor of New-York announced his election 
best reward of exalted talents, and the most faithful; to the vice-presidency of the United States to 
and meritorious services. Relying on the aid to be} the legislature and militia of the state, in the ad- 
derived from the other departments of government,; dress and general order inserted below. 
I enter on the trust to which I have been called by! Gentlemen of the senate and of the 
the suffrages of my fellow citizens, with my fervent} assembly of the siate of New- York— 
prayers to the Almighty that he wi’. be graciously; Having received official information of my elee- 
pleased to continue to us that protection which he!tion to the office of vice-president of the United 
has already so conspicuously displayed in our fayor.| States, I surrender, through their representatives, 
‘to the people of this state, the office of their chief 
Having concluded his uddress, the oath of office; magistrate. 
was administered to him by the chief justice of the}; Whether the influence of my official conduct on 
United States. ‘he oath was announced by a single|the prosperity, the security, and the character of 
gun, and followed by salutes from the navy-yard, the | New-York may be regarded in a favorable or unfa- 
battery, from fort Warburton, and from several|vorable light, I shall always hear with the highest 
pieces of artillery on the ground. | gratification, that those who may succeed to the ad- 
The president was yegeived on bis arrival, with | ministration of its government shall have far excelled 
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yne in advancing the interests and the honor of the 
state. 

A crowd of sensations are awakened by announc- 
ing this, my separation, from officers, legislators, and 
citizens, with whom I have been so long associated, 
and who have yielded to me, on all occasions, the 
greatest kindness, assistance and respect. When 
I call to mind that I was distinguished at an early 
age by a preference far beyond my merits, and re- 
flect on the violent perty collisions with which this 
state has been, unfortunately, too often agitated 
during my administration; when I recollect the na- 
tional difficulties and distress occasioned by the war 
in which we have been engaged, and call to mind 
the unbounded confidence, support, and indeed, pa- 
rental solicitude, with which they sustained me in 
the midst of those most trying scenes of my public 
life, and at the same time, reflect low inadequate | 
and feeble have been my greatest exertions and my | 
utmost devotions to their interests to repay the ob-; 
ligation, my heart is overwhelmed with emotions 
which I have no power to express. 

I shall bear with me through life a glowing re- 
collection cf the affection and gratitude I owe to 
the people of the state of New York; and that they 
may be blessed with perpetual happiness, prosperi- 
ty and liberty, will ever be the warmest wish of my 
heart. DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 

Albany, February 24, 1817. 


' 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Feb. 22d, 1817. 

The secretary of state, to vhom was referred the 
resolution of the senate of the 20th instant, request- 
ing “the president to lay before the senate a copy 
of the correspondence between the government of 
the United States and the government of Spain, 
relative to the subjects of controversy between the 
two nations, except such part as he may deem im- 


|proper to disclose,” has the honor to submit to the 


president the accompanying papers, marked A. B, 
and ©. as containing the information which is sup- 
posed to be wanted. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAS. MONROE. 
(A.) 
Copy of a letter from the secretary of state to the 
Chevalier de Onis, dated 
DerantTMENT or state, Jan, 14, 1817. 

Str—Having understood, in our late conference, 
that you would not agree to an arrangement, by 
which Spain should cede her claims to the territor 
eastward of the Mississippi, unless the United States 
ceded their claims to all the territory westward of 
that river, and that even then, your agreement 
vould be restricted to a recommendation to your 
government to adopt an arrangement to that effect; 
it is deemed unnecessary to make you any further 
proposition, or to prolong the negociation on the 
subject of limits. 





STATE OF NEW-YORK.—GENEBAL ORDERS. 
Head-quarters, Albany, 20th Feb 1817. 
On the eve of his separatign from the officers and 


soldiers of the militia, the commander in chief of-| 


fers a sincere acknowledgment for the confidence 


and support he has always received from them, and; 
for the patriotism they have exhibited in the whole| 


course of the late war. Deeply sensible how much 
the subordination and zeal of the militia of this state 
have contributed to advance its honor and fume, he 
would do injustice to himself and them were he not 
on this occasion publicly to proclaim his high sense 
of gratitude. 

The conduct displayed at Plattsburg, Sackett’s 


I have now to request, that you will have the 
goodness to inform me, whether you are willing to 
;enter into a convention to provide compensation for 
ispoliations, and for the injury resulting to the Unit- 
‘ed States from the suppression of the deposite at 
New-Orleans. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
JAMES MONROE. 


[ Translation. } 
J4r. Onis to the secretary of state. 
| 16th January, 1817. 
| Str—I have received your official letter of the 
(14th inst. in which you are pleased to make known 
ito me, that, having understood in our last confer- 





Harbor, and on the Niagara frontier, and especially! ence, that 1 would not accede to an arrangement, 
in the sortie from fort Erie, has given the military!) by which Spain shoutd cede her pretensions to the 
in this state a high rank amongst the bravest ue-|territory east of the Mississippi, if the United 
fenders of the country. The commander in chief) States did not relinquish theirs to the west of that 
entreats them to cherish and transmit to posterity |Tiver, end that, even in this case, my accession 
that patriotic spirit which animated them to such) would be limited to recommending to my govern- 
noble deeds. |ment the adoption of this project, it appeared to you 

He will ever retain a lively recollection of their; uscless to matie me more propositions to prolong 
services in the most trying periods, and of the re-jthe negociation on the subject of limits between 
spect and regard he has uniformly received from! the two governments, and you only desired to know 
them, and with the most devout prayers for the fu-|if I was disposed to sign a convention, to provide 
ture prosperity and happiness of his fellow officers compensation for the injuries occasioned to the 
and soldiers of the militia of the state of New York, United States by the cruizers of his majesty in the 


he bids them an affectionate farewell. 
By order of the communder in chief, 
SOL. VAN RENSSELEAR, 
Adjutant-general. 








Relations with Spain. 
Message from the president of the United States, 


\late war, and for those which resulted to the United 
| States from the suppression of the deposite at New 
Orleans. 
2 yar hie , ry i 

| In answer to this letter, you will permit me to 
‘observe, that, in the conference referred to I had 
‘the honor to exhibit to you the full powers of my 
sovereign, in which he authorizes me to negociate, 
adjust and sign a treaty, or convention, with the 





transmitting the correspondence between the U.| United States, in which should be arranged not only 
States and the government of Spain, relative to;the indemnities due to the subjects and citizens of 
the subjects of controversy between the two na-}| both nations, for the injuries they had suffered from 
tions. —February 22, 1817. Read and ordered to} the last war between his majesty and Great Britain 
be printed for use of the senate. to the present, in contravention of the law of na- 
To the senate of the United States— tions, and the existing treaty between the two pow- 
I transmit to the senate a report of the secretary} ers, but also to fix the respective limits to the satia- 
of state, complying with their resolution of the 20th] faction of both. ‘The intention of his majesty (and 
instant. JAMES MADISON. [in this I believe the two governments agree) is not 
February 22, 1817. ‘confined to a partial arrangement, which might lave 
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in existence the disagreements which have unhap- | Pensacola, which was the key of the Gulf of Mexi- 
pily arisen between them from the effect of circum-/co, the best port of that Gulf, and which was the 
stances. His miajesty, fully convinced that no treaty | more necessary to his majesty for the security o 
or convention c-n be durable, unless it is founded his possessions; but that, ‘in the mean time, if you 
in equslity and mutual convenience, has particularly | should propose to me, on the part of this govern- 
directec me, that keeping in mind the reciprocal, | ment, to make the Mississippi the frontier, I should 
political and commercial interests, which unite the see in that proposition a disposition on the part of 
two nations, [ should so adjust the definitive ar-|the United States to offer some equivalent, and I 
rangement wiih the person whom the president! would recommend it to the consideration of his ma- 
should authorize to that efiect, that no controversy jesty as a fixed and stable limit, to assure the peace 
could ever again arise between them. and tranquility of the two nations. 

f cannot concexl from you, that, to arrive at, I hope that you will recognise in this exposition 
this end, it is indispensable to begin by amicably }the sincerity and ingenuousness with which I pro- 


discussing and agreeing upon the rights of each of ceed, and that you will, on a view of it, adopt, of 


the two powers, and that the result of this discussion | the two modes proposed for setting on foot the 
is, Wiat oOugitto guide us in arranging the indem- ‘Negociation, that which will be most agreeable to 
nijics and fixmg the limits which may be just and the United States. The first, that is to say, that of 
mutittiy convement to the two nations. You had |discussing and agreeing upon the reciprocal rights 
the goodness to say to me, that this method hadjand pretensions of the two nations, is the safest, and 
been adopted by you and Mr. Cevallos, and that, if that which ought to conduct us with the greatest 
we renewed it, precious time would be lost without) precision, to the indemnities and to the establish- 
our being able to agree. In sucn a dilemma, and |ment of limits between them, since nothing is more 
a@ixious io contribute on my part to accelerate the easy than that, each point of justice being agreed 
Neyeciation, Ltook the liberty to propose to you the | upon, the equivalent to it should be arranged upon 
oni. ether method which appeared to me to exist,| principles of equality and reciprocal convenience. 
besides the one which I have just mentioned, to; The second is shorter, but it requires a relinquish- 
arrange these differences, which is this; that the! ment of all views of aggrandizement on both sides, 
two powers, th owing off all idea of aggrandize- and that each government, adopting as a basis the 
meut, and sacrificing resentments end complaints |wti possidetis, either of the year 1792, which is the 
Or iitle import.nce, should proceed, with goodjone fixed on by the allied courts in the general 
faith, to fix ijimits between them which should be! pacification for the recognition of the right of pro- 
miuiually convenient, which should not be liable to|perty in their possessions, or that of the year 1763, 
Controversy, Gr be unknown to, or violated by, the/after the conclusion of the treaty of peace between 
Fespective subjects of each. | | Spain, France and England, in which treaty the 
You did me the honor to applaud a proposition) limits of their provinces were fixed, and the two 
so frankand liberal, ss dictated by equity and goad! Fioridas were separated, the East from Spain and 
faith—-and made known to me, with the same: the West from France, by transferring them in full 
franki.ess, tha: the United Siates desired to unite | sovereignty to England, they may come to a just 
to its dominios all the territories which belong to| and friendly understanding, so as to do away these 
Spain to the east of ihe Mississippi; and that, for|disagreements, I am ready to discuss with you in 
tiem, they would offer to Spain those which were'the firsi mode just referred to. Iam, also, ready to 
dbeiween the rio dei Norte and the Colorado. But treat with you by adopting the second: and I flatter 
as not only these lands, but ail those which lie be-| myself that I shall, in either case, give you proofs 
tween the Coloracco end cape North, drawing a line; that I will not depart from what is due to justice, 
by the river M-rmento, cr xiermentao, towards the equity, and the mutual convenience of the two na- 
Presidio of A-isis, and from thence by the Arroyo. tions. I renew to you, &c. 
Onda towurds Natchitoches, are a part of the pro-| ‘ LUIS DE ONIS. 
vince of Texas, belonging io, and in the uninterrupted | 
possession of his majesty, widiout there having been,) Copy of a letter from the secretary of state, to the 


in relation thereto, any disptiie between France and! Chevalier de Onis, dated 
° e : ? y = 4 . . . ,oparntw ‘ 9) = ie 
Syain, that dispute being solely as to Natcuitoches, | DePaRTMENT OF STATE, Jan. 25, 1817. 


which fert the Freneh raised, unjustly, in the terri-; Srr—I have had the honor to receive your let. 
tory of his catholic majesty; it results that this pro-| ter of the 16tlr, in reply to mine of the 14th of this 
position not only docs not offer compensation to} month. - 
his majesty for West and Fast Foiorida, whose; It having been the invariable desire of the United 
cession the United States intimate wouid be very | States to settle all differences with Spain on just 
agreeable to them, but it involves the relinquish-,and fair conditions; it 1s seen with much regret, 
ment of the property and possession which his ma-|that a similar disposition is not manifested on the 
jesty has of che territory in the province of Texas, part of your government. er 
which lies between the Coiorado and the vicinity of} Finding by your letter, that T had distinetly un- 
Natchitoches. ‘derstood the views of your government, as explained 
To propositions so distant from the equality and by you, in our late conference, and stated in my last 
recip: ocal convenience in which we have xgreed to letter; and perceiving also, that you still adhere to 
treat these affuirs, 1 answered, that, as ie powers those views, which, being altogether inconsistent 
of fis majes y had been hastily sentto me, by Mr. with the rights ofthe United States, are inad missi- 
Cevallos, to take advantage of the depariure of Mr.|ble; I have io repeat, that this government has na 
Brent, I have not received express instructions) motive to continue the negociation, on the subject 
ouching the eutire cession of the two Fuivridas, of boundaries. 
which the United States wished: and, although they}; In making this frank declaration, I cannot avoid 
prove to me tle desire of his majesty to accommo-! expressing my surprise, that you should now find 
date them in all arrangements which niay be com-/it necessary to refer again to your government, for 
‘patible with his interests, 1 saw myself obliged to) instructions on any part of this subject. “These 
wait for instructions on this point, of so much the} differences have long existed, and, as far back as 
greater importance, as it relates to the cession by 1805, were fully discussed, as you readily admitted, 


his majesty to the Hnited States of the port of ip every circumstance appertaining to, or connected 
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with them, in a special mission to Madrid for th: 


purpose. It was hoped and expected, on the restor - 
tion of the diplomatic intercourse between the two 
nations, that you would have been invested with 
full power to settle them; and it was in accord with 
your views, when this was fuund not to be the case, 
that the requisite authority was given to the minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the United States at Madrid. 
It could not have been doubied, as yout govern 
ment iad not authorized its minister here to bring 
these controversies to a conélusion, that the minis. 
ter of the United States would have been promptly 
mei in ius offers to effect it at Mudrid. Ineed not 
repeat (o vou the great dissppomiment which the 
president felt, when, after the lapse of so muc)) 
time, he was informed, that an expression of regret 
in my letter to you of the 10th of June, at the detay 
resulting from your want of powers, and from the 


necessity of wransferring the negocia.ion to Madrid, | 


had been misconstrued into a desire that it shouid 


be transferred again to the United States. On| 
examining, however, the tenor of your commission, | 


and the communications between Mr. Erving and 
Mr. Cevailos, both of which seemed to contemplate 


cidental circumstance of Mr. Brent’s having taken 
charge of the duplicates of his majesty’s powers, 
sas alone obtained for me the receipt of them, and 
that Iam even yet without the originals: with which, 
doubtless, his majesty sent me instructions, and 
communicated to mé his reasons for transfering the 
negocialion here. I can assure you 1 am entirely 
ignorant of what has passed in Madrid between Mr. 
Erving and Mr. Cevallos, and that fam not less so 
of tie motives which have Induced his majesty to 
transfer the discussion here, notwithstanding Lliad 
informed bin, that 1 had myself proposed io you 





tiat authority and instructions should be given to 
| Mr. Erving in relation to it, it boing crear to me, 
| that his m ‘jesty desired nothing with more anxiety 
lian to see an affair terminated, which must be the 
| precursor of the reciprocal intimacy, which should 
| be established between the two governments, for Use 
“mutual benefit of their respective subjects and cite 
| zens. 

If T might be permitted to conjecture the motives 
iwhich have induced his majesty to transfer the ne- 
;g~ocition here, I believe IT should not misteke in 
| designating, as the principal one of them, the Knows 


a prompt conclusion of the business here; the tea) ledge his m:jesiy has of your talents, of your jrusuice, 


now brought forward in your letter, ofa further re- 
sort to your government for other instructions, was | 
surely the last to enter into the anticipations of this 


government. 


| (justification) und of the conciliatory disposiiion 
which vou manifested in your conferences with Mr. 
Cevallos, to concur in the settlement of these dis- 
cussions; and, as the second, this: that, in the mo- 
ment of the arrival of the queen, his august spouse, 










I. is proper to add that I understood you to con. 
ceive in our late conference, tully with me, in the 
sentiments, that any further discussion of subjects, 
which had been already so ofien discussed and com- 
pletely exhausted, would be useless, since it could | 
not be presumed that any change of opinion on any 


and of the festivities incident to this happy event, 
his majesty could not give the attention which was 
requisite to these affairs, which he considered of the 
first importance. You are too just not to appreciate 
these motives, and not to see in them any thing but 





point, would take place on either side. Each party | a new proof of the anxiety of his majesty to avoid ail 
understands its rights, and has, doubtless, made up | delay or inactivity. The president, informed by you 
its mind as to the conditions it is wil wg to aaopt.| of these motives, will, I flatter thyself, form the same 
To those suggested by you, as being worthy the/ opinion, and see the necessity of my waiting for the 
consideration of your government, this government! necesary instructions from my sovereign, before I 


c innot agree. 


Under these, circumstances I have again to stan this treaty. 


subscribe to the points which ought to form Use basis 
The short delay which may result 


quest that you will do me the honor to inform me, | from this, will be amply compensated for and with 
whether you are willing to conclude a convention, to | mutual advantage, if you would place me in a situa- 
provide indemnity for spoliations, and the suppres-|tion to inform my government of the principal 
sion of the deposite at New-Orleans as mentioned | points on which the government of the United States 


in my last letter. 


/ Wish to see this negociation turn. You know that 


1 have the honor to be, with the most perfect as vet you have only made known to me, in our first 


consideration, sir, your very obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
{'Translation. } 


Mr. Onis to the secretary of state. 
10th February, 1817. 


conference, that if we were to go into a discussion 
of the rights of the two powers, as was done by you 
jand Mr. Cevallos, much time would be lost, and 
;each of us would retain his opinion. You know 
;that I agreed to this: but at the same time intimat- 
‘ed, that l saw no other more certain mode of uccom- 


Srn—I have received the official letter which you /vlishing the object which the two powers had in 
did me the honor to address to me, under the date | vicw, since it most be with a knowledge of the res- 
of the 25th of last month, stating that notwithstand- | pective rights of each party that we ought to begin 
ing the desire the president had to aajust all dif- in fixing the indemnities and compensations, which 
ferences between Spain and the United States on tbelonged to each, on the principles of equity, 


just conditions, and to their 


iutual convenience, it | justice, and convenience; and that the only way of 


; 


was seén, with great regret, that a like disposition | avoiding this and of shortening the negoci:ution, 


was not manifested on the part of Spain. 


You support this opinion on the ground that Tad 


'would be, that the two powers, giving up al! pre- 
-|tensions and all idea rivalship or aggrandisement, 


here to the same sentiments which my government} should agree between theinselves, in good faith, to 
manifested in former times; and also, that the pre-| fix their limits according to equity, justice, and 
sident, secing the powers with which his majesty | mutual convenience, so tuat they should not be i- 
had been pleased to honor me, could not compre-|able te be violated by the subjects of the one 
hend why 1| should think it necessary to recur to my | or the other, and in aw way to avoid the renewal of 


sovereign to obtain new instructions. 


You will! the complaints which had given rise to misunder. 


permit me to observe, that the number of privateers | standings. You approved an idea so liberal, so ge- 


c 


armed in the ports of this country, to cruise under nerous and so demouastrative of the disposition of 
an unknown flag against the Spanish commerce, have | the king, my masier, to accommodate the United 


. ! os , ot @ oto: +8) w. y+. Son on , serie 
obstructed in such a manner the communications , States in whatever misat 


between the peninsula and these states, that the ac-;not tucompatiole with his mterests; and, 


Lad them, ii 
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pe uprecavice 
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quence, you made known to me, that the Gained 
Sin s wished to unite to their dominions the two 
Fioridas. As, in the former negociations, the ces- 
sion of West Florida, to the rio Perdido, was alone 
spoken of, and as his majesty was ignorant of the 
new desires of this government, I said to you, that 
although I did not positively know whether his ma- 
jesty would deprive himself of East Florida, and of 
the important port of Pensacola, which was the key 
of the gulf of Mexico, yet the desire of his majesty , 
to gratify this government was great, and that 11 
wus very probable he might agree to do it, pro- 
vided that, on the part of the United States, there 
should be offered to him a just equivalent, and one 
of reciprocal convenience. 

I leave to your impartiality and justice, and to 
that of the whole world, to say, if, on the part o! 
his majesty, a more positive proof is wanting of the 
interest which he takes in arranging these affairs 
in a friendly manner, and, if I should not find my- 
self more authorized to doubt of equal dispositions 
on the part of the United States, in consequence 
of the proposition which you made me, not only 
of not giving any thing in exchange for the two 
provinces, and the cession of which the U. States 
desire, but requiring that his majesty should cede 
to them a part of another, which has been im the 
uninterrupted possession of his majesty for more 
than two hundred years. ; 

I am, nevertheless, very far from judging it thus 
A firm and permanent arrangement of all points of 
difference, is equally useful and necessary to both 
nations. It ought to fix the basis of the happiness 
of their respective subjects and citizens; and to 
obtain this, it ought necessarily to be founded in 
justice, equity and mutual convenience. His ma- 
yesty is disposed to conclude it on these terms; and 
. has too mucii confidence in the well known 
rectitude of this administration to think that it could 
solicit it on other terms. 

You are pleased also to inform me, in your es- 
teemed note, that to the propositions which I have 
suggested as worthy of the consideration of my go- 
vernment, that of the United States cannot agree;/} 


_ Let us suppose (and it is a very proper supposis 
tion) that you and I are intimate friends; you have 
purchased an estate adjoining one of mine; (I do 
not now inquire whether you purchassed it from a 
person who had a right to sell it or not—but you 
purchased it;) and, be it because some officious 
person said so, or because you thought so, you were, 
of opinion that there was included in this purchase 
a part of my estate which I worked, took care of, 
and possessed As scon as you had made this 
purchase, and observed that possession was not 
given you of the land I worked, and which you 
believed to belong to you, you asked me to give 
it up to you. I observed to you that it was mine, 
that the land which you had purchased had also 
belonged to me formerly, that I had ceded it to 
him who had sold it, such as he had delivered it, 
and in no greater extent; and that, consequently, 
he could not transfer to you more than I had given 
io him. You and I refer to the seller, and he 
tells us that he never sold the land to you which 
you require, and never obtained it from me, nor 
had an intention of acquiring it. Notwithstand- 
ing this declaration, which is decisive and irrevoca- 
ble, I, from motives of friendship for you, and to 
do away all doubt on the point, propose to you 
that we should discuss the affair in a friendly man- 
ner, and assure you, that if you present to me 
unquestionable documents to prove that it belongs 
to you, I am ready to give it up. Iask you, dis- 
passionately, if this proposition could be considered 
as inadmissible. I go further. 1, who am anxious 
to accommodate you because you are my friend 
and a good neighbor, knowing that you desire to 
get part of my territory to round out yours, and 
to facilitate the exportation of your produce, as 
there is a navigable river passing through it, carry 
my friendsiip and condescension so far as to say 
to you, that we will agree between ourselves, by a 
friendly investigation, what belongs to each; and, 
this being settled, I am ready to cede to you the 
lands you Cesire, for an equivalent founded in 
equity, Justice, and reciprocal convenience, fixing 
the limits between us in such a way that our 








and that abandoning the arrangement of limits, you;servants should not engage us in quarrels and 
desire only to know if I am disposed to sign acon-/contests, as, it being our desire to live in the 
vention for settling the injury sustained by the) greatest harmony, we were equally interested in 


American commerce, and for the suppression of the | avoiding every subject of difference. 
Peay to me that these friendly propositions, are 
As the propositions which I have made to you;inadmissibie? I believe not. 


deposite at New Orleans. 


Will you 


Such, then, neither 


| 
were confined solely to the leaving to your elec-;more nor less, are those which I have suggested 
tion whether we should treat, by discussing and/to you in my former official note, and renew to you 


; 


fixing in a friendly manner the respective sights) Dy this, hoping that, taking them into serious con- 
of each power, to the end that, having agreed to} sideration, you will view them as just, equitable, and, 
them, and the obligations of each upon the other! even generous. 


being known, the compensation to which each may) 


You cannot but know that the convention you 


be entitled might be = or that, — chings | eta limited to the indemnification for injuries 
to remain in the state they were, we might agree, done to tue American commerce, by the cruizers 
in a friendly mann€r as to what weuld suit each—I) and tribunals of Spain, and by the suppression of 
cannot conceive that the United States should be of the deposite at New-Orleans, will not accomplish 
Opinion that they cannot agree to any of these paints, | fully the object which the two nations propose to 

I now ri susan? - Pasig ie nay | _ en biped repeat of re all ily cy 
assured by you that the Unite ates were dis-, Nevertheless, to-give another proof of the defer- 
posed to terminate all the differences which exist;ence of his majesty to the wishes of this republic, 
between the two nations by a treaty founded on I agree to the negociation with you on these two 
justice, “age and a rao I prod erns and to conclude a convention as to them, in 
believe that the United States would repel the, which shall be embraced the just reclamations 
only means which, in my opinion, exist to arrive, which liis majesty shall produce against this go- 
at this end. I judge, then, that I have not explained! vernment, and the various arrangements he desires 
myself with sufficient clearness, or that I have not} to place in it for the encouragement of the com- 
well ag Taga = nb a renew my pro-| merce between the two nations, and to avoid inju- 
positions in a plain, clear and demonstrative man- ries, such as those, which, from the want of expli- 
ner, giving yQu gn.example which you cannot butjcitness in the last treaty, have been experienced by 
find fust, ithe respective subjects of both. I will add more, 
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and it is, that the first point to which you refer, be- 
ing founded in the treaty which exists between the 
two nations, I will subscribe to it without difficul- 
ty; and as to the second, it is of so small an amount, 
that if I do not succeed in demonstrating to you 
that these injuries have not existed, or that they 
are much exaggerated, and that the United States 
have already admitted that they were satisfied for 
them, I will have no difficulty even as to them. I 
ought likewise to observe to you, that it will be ea- 
sy to include in this same convention or treaty, a 
provisional arrangement of limits, without detain- 
ing us to fix them with exactitude. If the United 
States do not desire to make an essential change in 
the established limits, fixed by the treaties of 
1763, 1764, 1783, 1795, and 1800, and that this ar- 
rangement should only apply to the uncultivated 
lands to the north of the Missouri, the boundaries 
of which were never settled between France and 
Spain, this question might be left for commission- 
ers, named by each party, and their decision migut 
be considered as part of the convention: But in 
any case, the most efficient method of concluding 
these affairs will be, that you should have the 
goodness to say to me, with frankness, what are the 
real views of the United States, what are the real 
and true compensations they are disposed to offer 
for the country they desire to obtain from his ma- 
jesty. You inay be assured that I will support, 
earnestly, proposals that are just and reciprocally 
convenient, and that, on the return of the courier, 
I shall be able to sign, under the powers I now 
have, a treaty mutually satisfactory to both parties, 
we, in the mean time, agreeing upon all the articles 
or minor considerations. You cannot but know 
that the instructions ought to be adapted to the 
greater or lesser territory of his majesty which the 
United States may desire to add to their dominions; 
and that, if they desire none, little difficulty can 
eccur on the subject of indemnities between tw» 
powers animated by conciliatory and just sentiments. 
I renew to you my respects, &c. 
LUIS DE ONIS. 


Copy of a letter from the secretary of state to the 
chevalier de Onis, dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

February, 20, 1817. 
Srr—I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 10th instant. 
From full consideration of the contents of this 
letter, it appears, that, although you expect in. 
structions at an early date, to negociate and con- 
clude a treaty, for the adjustment of all differen. 
ces between the United States and Spain, which 
you manifest a desire to accomplish, you do not 
consider yourself authorised to do so on any one 
point, at this time. I will thank you to state whe- 
ther I have understood correctly the idea which you 
intend to convey. In case I have, Ihave only to 
remark, that although the delay ts particularly to 
be regretted, it is not perceived, that any advan- 
tage can be derived from entering into the negocia- 

tion, before you have received your instructions. 

J have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 


Translation of a letter from the chevalier de Onis to 
the secretary of state, dated, 
Washington, February 21, 1817. 
Sim—In the official letter which you did me the 
honor to direct to me yesterday, you state that you 
had taken into consideration the contents of mine 


greatest importance, as I think te the interest of 
both nations, you say, that if you had correctly un- 
derstood the meaning of my letter, at the same time 
that I manifest a desire to conclude a treaty for the 
adjustment of all the differences existing between 
Spain and the United States, I do not consider my- 
self authorised to do so, until I receive the instruc- 
‘ions from my sovereign, of which I am in daily ex- 
pectation. You ask meif this is the true idea 
which Thad wished to give you, and add, that if it 
is, although we must both lament the delay, it is 
not perceived that any advantage can be derived 
from entering into the negociation until I receive 
my instructions. 

In my note above mentioned, I made known to 
you, with the candor and sincerity which charac- 
terise me, the causes to which I attributed the delay 
in receiving the instructions consequent on the pow- 
ers which his majesty had given me; and I do not 
loubt that the president will have found them as 
just, as the reasons I stated to you demonstrating 
that a partial negociation, which did not embrace 
all the points of disagreement between the two na- 
tions, cannot accomplish the one or the other— 
which is to get clear of these disagreements, and to 
take care that they are not renewed in tuture. The 
treaty in question ought to provide for the just re- 
clamations of the subjects and citizens of the re- 
spective parties; that the limits between the two 
powers should be fixed agreeably to their respective 
rights, to justice and reciprocal convenience Finally, 
it ought to comprehend different stipulations analae 
gous to the new state of relations of intimacy 
which is about to be established between the twa 
governments for the greater encouragement of their 
reciprocal commerce. You know that all these 
poin s have so intimate a connection with each other, 
that it is not easy to separate them, and on the other 
hand they are of such importance that I consider it 
necessary to wait the arrival of my instructions, be- 
fore I conclude definitely a treaty involving affairs 
of such magnitude. Nevertheless, as we cannot 
but feel this delay very sensibly, which most pro- 
bably will be short, anxious on my part to lessen 
it so far as depended on me, I have suggested to 
you that we might begin to discuss the points of 
least importance, to the end of having the work in 
a state of forwardness when the instructions should 
arrive; but, since you prefer waiting for their 
arrival, I will agree to what you may resolve on; 
persuaded that you do not take less interest than I 
do, in fixing the relations of amity between the two 
countries on a footing the most solid and durable. 

LUIS DE ONIS. 





ST — 


CONGRESS. 


(pWe are compelled to postpone for our next 
paper the usual journal of the proceedings of con- 
gress, when every thing useful for record shall be 
inserted. The list of acts, however, shews what 
was done. The following is immediately and ex- 
tensively interesting: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The following is the message of the president, 
transmitting to the house of representatives his ob- 
jections to the bank bonus bill: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

Having considered the bill this day presented to 
me, entitled “an act to set apart and pledge certain 
funds for internal improvements;” and which sets 
apart and pledges funds, “for constructing roads 





of the 10th instant, and, confining yourself to one 
point only out of many on which it touches, of the 


and canals, and improving the mavigation of water 
courses, in order to facilitate, promote and give 
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security to internal commerce among the several 
states, and to render more easy and less expensive 
the means and provisions for the common defence,” 
I am constrained, by the insuperable difficulty | 
feel in reconciling the bill with the constitution of 
the United States, to returnit, with that objection, 
to the house of representatives, in which it origi- 
nated. 

The legislative powers, vested in congress, are 
specified and enumerated in the 8th section of the 
first article of the constitution; and it does not ap- 





pear that the power, proposed to be exercised by 


,wislature to provide for them, might be exercised 


with signal advantage to the general prosperity.— 
But seeing that such a power is not expressly giv- 
en by the constitution; and believing it cannot be 
deduced from any part of it, withoui an inadmissa.- 
ble lattitude of construction, and a reliance on in- 
sufficient precedents; believing, also, that the per- 
manent success.of the constitutioa depends on a de- 
finite partition of powers between the general and 
the state governments, and that no adequate land- 
marks would be left by the constructive extension 
of the powers of congress, as proposed in the bill, 


the bili, is among the enumerated powers; or that/T have no option but to withhold my signature from 
it falls, by any just interpretation, within the power jit; cherishing the hope, that its beneficial objects 
to make laws necessary and proper for carrying into! may be attained, by a resort for the necessary pow- 


execution those or other powers vested by the con-. 
stitution in the government of the United States. 
“The power to regulate commerce among the se- 
veral states,” cannot include a power to construct 
roads and canals, and to improve the navigation of 
water courses, in order to facilitate, promote and 
secure, such acommerce, without a Lattitude ofcon- 
struction, departing from the ordinary import of; 
the terms, strengthened by the known inconveni- 
ences which, doubtless, led to the grant of this re-| 
medial power to congress. To refer the power, in} 
question, to the clause “to provide for the common. 
defence and general welfare,” would be contrary to’ 
the established and consistent rules of interpreta. | 
tion; as rendering the special and careful enumera- | 
tion of powers, which follow the clause, nugatory 
and improper. 





ral power of legislation, instead of the defined and 
limited one hitherto understood to belong to them; 
the terms “common defence and general welfare,” 
embracing every objeet and act within the purview: 
of a legislative trust. It would have the effect of; 
subjecting, both the constitution and laws of the se-} 
veral states, in all cases not specifically exempted, | 
to be superseded by laws of congress; it being ex-| 
pressly declared, “that the constitution of the Uni-: 
ted States, and laws made in pursuance thereof,| 
shall be the supreme law of the land, and the judges, 
of every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in 
the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary | 
notwithstanding.” Such a view of the constitution, | 
finally, would have the effect of excluding the judi-| 
cial authority of the United States from ‘is partici- 
pation in guarding the boundary between the legis- 
jative powers of the general and of the state go- 
vernments; inasmuch as questions relating to the 
general welfare, being questions of policy and ex- 
pediency, are unsusceptible of judicial cognizance; 
and decision. 

A restriction of the power “to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare,” to cases 
which are to be provided for by the expenditure of 
money, would still leave within the legislative pow- 
er of congress all the great and most important 
measures of government; money being the orcinary 
and necessary means of carrying them into execu- 
tion. 

If a general power to construct roads and canals, 
and to improve the navigation of water courses, 
with the train of powers incident thereto, be not) 
possessed by congress, the assent of the states, in| 
the mode provided by the bill, cannot confer the 
power. The only cases in which the consent and 
cession of particular states can extend the power of 
congress are those specified and provided for in the 
constitution. 





Such a view of the constitution. 
would have the effect of giving to congress a gene- ; 





{ am not unaware of the great importance of 


ers, to the same wisdom and virtue in the nation, 
which established the constitution in its actual form, 
and providently marked out, in the instrument it- 
self, a safe and practicable mode of improving it, 
as experience might suggest. 
JAMES MADISON. 

March 3, 1817. 

On the question “shall this bill pass, the presi- 
dent’s objections notwithstanding?” the vote stood 


as follows: 

YEAS—Speaker,* (Mr. Clay) Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Betts, 
Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brooks, Cady, Calhoun, Chappell, Clen- 
dennen, Comstock, Conner, Creighton, Culpepper, Forsyth, Gas- 
ton, Griffin, Haha, Hall, Harrison, Henderson, Herbart, Hopkin- 
son, Huger, Hulbert. Ingham, Irving, N. Y. Johnson, Ky. Kent, 
Kerr, Va. Kilbourn, Little, Lovett. Lyle, Middleton. Milaor, Jer. 
Nelson, Ormsby, Peter, Pickering, Reynolds, Ross, Savage, 
Schenck, Sharp, Sheffey, Tate, Taylor, N. Y. Telfair, Wallace, 
Webster, Wendover, Whiteside, Wilde, Wilkin, Thos. Wilson, 
Wm. Wilson, Yancey, Yates—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Baer, Baker, Barbour, Bas. 
sett, Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Carr, Ms. Clark. N. C. Clayton, 
Davenport, Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Fletcher, Forney, Gelds- 
borough, Goodwyn, Hale, Hawes, Hungerford, Irwin, Peon. Jew- 
ett, Johnson of Va. King, Law, Lowndes, Lyon, William Maclay, 
Marsh, Mason, M’Coy, Mills, Hugh Nelson, Noyes, Parris, Pit- 
kin, Pleasants, Reed, Root, Ruggles, Smith Md. Southard, Stearns, 
Strong, Sturges, Tallmadge, Taul, Vose, Ward, Ms. Ward. N. Y. 
Ward, N. J. Wilcox, Williams—56. ’ 

Two thirds being required to decide the ques- 


tion affirmatively, the bill did not pass. 








List of Acts 


PASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE FOURTEENTH 


CONGRESS, JUST CLOSED. 

An act to repeal the second section of the act 
concerning the pay of the officers, seamen and ma- 
rines of the navy. 

An act supplementary to an act to regulate the 


|duties on imports and tonnage. 


An act fer the relief of Nathaniel Williams. 

An act directing the discharge of Nathaniel Taft 
from his imprisonment. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Haslett. 

An act for the relief of John Ricaud. 

An act authorising a new edition of the land laws. 

An act making a partial appropriation for the navy, 
for the year 1817. 

An act for the relief of Oliver Spellman. 

An act for the repeal after the present session of 
congress of the act tochange the mode of compensa- 
tion to the members of the senate and house of re- 
presentatives and the delegates from the territories, 
passed March 19, 1816. 

An act to extend the provisions of the act to au- 
thorise certain officers and other persons to ad- 
minister oaths, passed in 1798. 

And act to amend the act authorising the pay- 
ment of asum of money to Joseph Stewart and 

thers. 


— 





*"lhe speaker always has the “right” of voting 


soads and canals, and the improved navigation of/—but exercises it only when his vote can affect a 


water courses; and that a power in the national lee'qnestion.—Bue. 
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An act for the relief of Henry Malcolm. 

An act for the relief Jacint Laval. 

An act in addition to the act for the relief of 
teorge T. Ross and Daniel Patterson. 

An act providing for the division of certain quar- 
ter sections in future sales of public lands. 

An act for the relief of Lewis Olmstead. 

An act authorising the sale of certain grounds 
belonging to the United States in the city of Wash- 
ington. ; 

An act for the relief of Alexander Holmes, and 
Benj. Hough. 

An act sttpplementary to the act for the relief of 
persons imprisoned for debts due to the United 
States. 

An act for the relief of Peter Kendall. 

An actfor the relief of certain Creek Indians. 

An act making an appropriation for opening and 
cutting a road therein described. 

An act making further provision for repairing the 
public buildings and improving the public square 

An act authorising a subscription for printing the 
tenth volume of public documents. 

An act supplementary to the act further to amend 
the several acts fur the establishment and regula- 
tion of the treasury, war and navy departments. 

An act for the relief of certain officers. 

An act for the relief of John De Castanado. 

An act to continue in force the 2d section of the 
act supplementary to the act to regulate the duties 
on imports and tonnage. 

An sct to authorise the extension of the Colum- 
bian turnpike road in the district of Columbia. 

An act to provide for furnishing the house of the 
president of the United States. 

An act making provision for the support of the 
military establishment during the year 1817. 

_ An act allowing further time for entering donation 
rights to lands in the district of Detroit. 

An act to set apart certain public land for the, 
cultivation of the vine and the olive. 

An acting making appropriation for carrying into 
effect certuin Indian treaties. 

An act io incorporate the subscribers to certain 
banks in the district of Columbia, and to prevent 
the circulation of unchartered bank notes within 
the same. 

An act authorising the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney to Teacle Savage and others. 

An act to amend the act of last session making | 
further provision for military services during the, 
Jate war. 

An act transferring the duties of commissioner 
of loans to the bank of the United States, and abo- 
lishing the office of commissioner of loans. 

An act to continue in force an act of 1815 further 
Providing for the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage. 

An act for the relief of Mary Wells. 

An act for erecting a light-house on the west chop 
of Holmes Hole channel. 

An act for the relief of James H. Boisgervais. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Oliver. 

An act supplementary to the act directing the 
disposition of money paid to the courts of the Unit- 
ed States. ; 

An act for the relief of Francis Cazeau. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Smith. 

An act to alter and establish certain post-roads. 

An act to provide for the punishment of crimes 
commutted within the Indian boundary. 

An act for compensating Peter Hagrer. 


tax, for the year 1816, assumed and paid by said 
state. 

An act for the relief of Henry Lee. 

An act respecting the contracts for the printing 
for congress. 

An act more effectually to preserve the neutral 
relations of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Summers and John 
Allen. 

An act for the relief of Robert Burnside. 

An act to provide for reports of decisions of the 
supreme court. 

An act for the relief of Journonville de Villiers. 

An act for the relief of Charles Williams, 

An act to provide for the redemption of the pub- 
lic debt. 

An act repealing the act for the safe keeping and 
uccommodation of prisoners of war. 

An act respecting the compensation of certain 
collectors. 

An act for the relief of the widow and children of” 
Abraham Owen. 

An act making additional appropriations for pay- 
ing the expences of the army and militia during the 
late war. 

An act for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
the officers, seamen and marines who were lost in 
the United States’ brig Epervier. 

An act to repeal so much of acts now in force as 
authorises a loan of money or an issue of treasurv 
notes, | 

An act to continue in force the act establishing 
trading houses with the Indian tribes. 

An act for the relief of Peyton Short. 

An act providing for the more prompt settlement 
of public accounts. 

An act making appropriations for the support of 
the navy, during the year 1817. 

An act repealing the assessment and collection of 
the direct tax. 

An act authorising the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney to Nathaniel Seavy and others. 

An act for the relief of the widow and children of 
Arnold H. Dohrman. 

An act to fix the peace establishment of the ma 
rine corps. 

An act for the relief of William Chism. 

An act for the relief of George Buckmaster. 

An act «authorizing the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney to Georgia, under the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and that 
state. 

An act for the relief of Caleb Nicholls. 

An act respecting the district court of the Uni- 
ted States in the nothern district of New York. 

An act for the relief of Madame Montrieul. 

An act to amend the act, authorising the payment 
of property lost, captured or destroyed, by the ene- 
my while in the military service during the late war. 

An act authorising the secretary of the treasury 
to remit certain duties therein mentioned. 

An act to provide for the due execution of the 
laws of the United States in the state of Indiana. 

An act to continue in force the act relating to 
settlers on the public lands. 

An act authorising the deposit of papers of fo- 
reign vessels with the consuls of their respective 
nations. 

An act to amend the act granting a bounty in 
lands and extra pay to certain Canadian volunteers. 

An act forthe relief of Joseph [. Green. 

An act to authorise the re-payments of certain 





An act authorising the payment to the state of 
Georgia of 15 per cent. on her quota of the direct 


alien duties. 
> 7 . .. arid 
An act to reculate the trade in plasier of Paris. 
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An act for the relief of Isaac Lawrence and others. 

An act for the relief of James Villere. 

An act for the relief of Peter Caslard. 

An act to regulate the territories of the United 
States and their electing delegates to congress. 

An act for the relief of Anthony Buck. 

An act for the relief of Asa Wells 

An act making provision for the location of lands 
reserved by the first article of the treaty of 1814, 
between the United States and the Creek Indians. 

An act to amend and explain the act giving pen- 
siohs to the widows and orphans of persons slain in 
the public or private armed vessels of the U. States. 

An act concerning invalid pensioners. 

An act authorising the people of the western part 
of the Mississippi territory to form a state govern 
ment and for the admission of the same into the 
union. 

An act for erecting a territorial government in 
the eastern part of the Mississippi territory. 

Resolution for admitting the state of Indiana into 
the union. 

Resolution to employ John Trumbull to compose 
and execute certain paintings. 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 

The most prominen: article of intelligence in 
our papers is an account of an alarming riot, or 
‘insurrection,”’ as the Courier calls i, at London, 
on the 2d of December. A large body of the peo 
ple met at Spa-Fields, to hear the report of Mr 


‘Hunt, who had been deputed by a previous meet- | 


ing to deliver an address to the prince regent. The 
report was far from satisfactory, and the crowd ma- 
nifested a determination to obtain that redress by 
force which they had petitioned for in vain. A num- 
ber of flags were displayed, on which were inscrib- 
ed, “NVature, truth and justice” —“Feed the hungry’? 
—* Protect the oppressed” —“ Punish crimes;? two of 
these were tri-colored; a whi: flag had this motto, 
“The brave soldiers are our brothers; treat them kind- 
ly.” After being addressed in warm and intempe- 
rate language, to which the people replied in the 
most earnest nnd determined manner, they march- 
ed into the city in three grand divisions, where the 
police, supported by the military, were prepared to 
receive them. They, however, pushed forward, and 
in a short time, by breaking open arm shops, were 
pretty well supplied with muskets, pistols and 
swords; and many were armed with bludgeons. All 
sorts of business were suspended—many of the pub. 





lic offices, and most of the stores in the principal 


does not appear to have been used with so fittte 
ceremony as heretofore—they rather overawed than 
forced the mobs; a happy policy for the occasion, 
and probably pursued at the requisition of the lord 
mayor—for violence would only have increased the 
fury of the populace. 

At 10 o’clock in the evening all was quiet—some 
few of the rioters were made prisoners—a chief of 
them, named Watson, escaped. Many houses were 
injured—London has not, for many years, exhibited 
such a scene of outrage and tumult. The stocks 
had a momentary fall in consequence. 

An American ship has recently arrived at Lon- 
don, with £50,000 worth of British goods, from 
Philadelphia—another, so laden, had arrived at Li- 
verpool, from New York. 

The bank of England is about (partially) to re- 
sume specie payments. 

A requisition has been presented to the high she- 
riff of Westminster, desiring him to convene a meete 
ing of the inhabitants of Westminster, to take into 
consideration the sentence passed by the court of 
king’s bench on lord Cochrane. ‘To this requisition, 
the high bailiff has felt it his duty to reply, that he 
does not think the proceedings of a court of judica- 
ture a fit subject on which to assemble the inhabi- 
tants for public discussion. 

Lord Cochrane’s fine of £100, for breaking pri- 
son, has been paid by his friends, at one penny each. 
This was the limit of the subscription. 

Riot at Dundee—About the 5th Dec. a mob of 
|2000 persons collected at Dundee, and destroyed 
‘and pilleged upwards of 100shops, chiefiy of meal- 
sellers, before they were quieted. They also fired 
a house. 

At Chippenham, in Wiltshire, a mob destroyed a 
very extensive mill, with a large quantity of grain. 

At Sheffield a mob paraded the streets with a loaf 








of bread, soaked in blood, siuck on a2 pole. 
| At Pristola very large meeting of the people was 


| 


held, at which resolutions, of a very decided cha- 
racter, against the administration of affairs, were 
passed. 

The riot in London appears to have had a much 
more alarming character than was represented in 


\the papers. 


The duke of Wellington as suddenly returned to 
France as he arrived from there. His mission is 
understood to bave had some conneetion with the 
fact that France was unable any longer to pay her 
‘“‘deliverers.”” 

The Luddites are still in great force at Notting- 
ham—committing occasional depredations. 


Grain has not risen in price in England so much 


streets, were shut up—a report prevailed that these |as Was expected. ‘There had been considerable sup- 


rioters were acting in concert with others in differ-| 
et parts of the kingdom, and all was tumult and 
consternation. An attack upon the tower was ex 
pected—the gates were shut, the drums beat to! 
arms, the cannon loaded, and every thing prepared | 
for a siege. 
The details of the proceedings on this occasion | 
would fill half our paper. 
Hited astonishing firmness and perseverance, and it | 


plies from the continent. Dantzic wheat, however, 
sold asshigh as 132s. per quarter. 

The lord mayor of London has purchased in 
Smithfield market a bullock, to have it slaughtered 
and cut up in joints, in order to judge of the profits 
of the retail butchers. He has likewise purchased 
a sack of flour, to be made in loaves, for the pur- 


The lord mayor exhi- | pose of ascertaining the actual gains of the bakers. 


A letter from a gentleman who resides in Devon- 
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was probably owing to his popularity, more than /shire, states, that his family is supplied with the 
any thing else, that the mobs were dispersed. The | best butchers’ meat at 3}d. per pound, and he has 
populacecheered him wherever he appeared, though a right of making choice of whatever joints he 
they fired upon his party for making prisoners of; wishes to have. 

some of their comrades. Many persons were wound.| Stocks, Dec. 31.—3 per cent. consols. shut; do. 
ed in the various rencontres, but it does not ap-| for opening, 63 34-48ths; red. 62 15-28ths. 

pear that any were killed on the spot. The Bank, Representation—In the town of Kilmarnock, Scot- 
India House, Exchange, &c. were garrisoned with!land, containing 13,000 inhabitants, there is only 


soldiers, and detachments of troops were passing|one person who hag a right to vote for a member ef 
through the city in every direction. The military! parliament! | 
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The reform of parliament is warmly discussec| 
in England; and we hope the spirit of the people 
may extort justice from their oppressors. 

London, Dec. 10.—Yesterday the lord mayor, at 
tended by Mr. Alderman Goodbehere, the recorder, 
sheriffs, city officers, and several members of the 
common council, proceeded to Carlton house, where 
they presented the following address to his royal 
highness the prince regent seated on the throne. 
Io his royal highness, the prince of Wales, regent of 

the united kingdom of GreateBritain and Ireland. 

The humble address and petition of the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and the common council of the 
city of London, in common council assembled. 
May it please your royal highness, 

We, his majesty’s most faithful and loyal sub- 
jects, the lord mayor, and.common council ef the 
city of London, in common council assembled, hum- 
bly approach your royal highness, to represent our 
national sufferings and grievances, and respectfully 
to suggest the adoption of measures which we con- 
ceive to be indispensably necessary for the safety, 
the greatness and the prosperity of the realm. _ 

We forbear to enter into the details of the afflict- 
ing privations and sufferings that every where exist; 
the distress and misery which, for so many years, 
has been progressively accumulating, has at length 
become insupportable. It is no longer partially felt, 
nor limited to one portion of the empire, the com- 
mercial, the manufacturing and the agricultural 
interests, are equally sinking under its irresistable 
pressure, and it has become impossible to find em- 
ployment. 

We beg to impress upon your royal highness that 
our present complicated evils have not arisen from 
a mere transition from war to peace, nor from any 
sudden or accidental causes, neither can they be 
removed by any partial or temporary expedients. 

Our grievances are the natural effect of a rash and 
ruinous war, unjustly commenced and pertinaciously 
persisted in, when no rational object was to be ob- 
tained.—_Of immense subsidies to foreign powers 
to defend their own territories, or to commit ag- 
gressions on these of their neighbors—of a delusive 

aper currency—of an unconstitutional and unprece- 
Erato military force in time of peace—of the un- 
exampled and increasing magnitude of the civil list 
—of the enormous sums paid for unmerited pen- 
sions and sinecures, and of a long course of the 
most lavish and improvident expenditure of the 
public money throughout every branch of the go- 
vernment;—all arising from the corrupt and inade- 
quate state of the people in parliament, whereby 
all constitutional control over the servanis of the 
crown has been lost and parliament have become 
subservient to the will of ministers. 

We cannot forbear expressing our grief and dis- 
appointment, that notwithstanding your R. II’s. 
gracious recommendation of economy, at the open- 
ing of the last session of parliament, your ministers 
should have been. found opposing every proposition 
for lessening the national expenditure, and that 
they should have been able to support and sanction 
their conduct in defiance of your R. H’s. recom- 
mendation, and the declared sense of the nation, 
affording another proof of the corrupt state of the 
representation, in addition to those facts so of.en 
stated and offered to be proved at the bar of the 
house of commons, in a petition presented in 1793, 
by the hon. Charies, now lord Grey, whereby it ap- 
peared that the great body of the peopie were 
excluded from all share in the election of members 
and that the majority of the honorable house were 


returned by the proprietors of rettea bereughs, ¥ ant ef bread and employment. 





|the influence of the treasury, and a few powerful 


families. 

We can, sir, no longer support out of our dilapi- 
dated resources, an overwhelming load of taxation, 
and we humbly submit to your royal highness, that 
nothing but a reformation of these abuses, and re- 
storing the people to their just and constitutional 
right in the election of members of parliament can 
afford a security against their recurrence, calm the 
apprehensions ofthe people, allay their irritated 
feelings, and prevent those misfortunes in which the 
nation must inevitable be involved, by an obstinate 
and infatuated adherence to the present system of 
corruption and extravagance. 

We therefore humbly pray your royal highness to 
assemble parliament as early as possible; and you 
will be graciously pleased to recommend to their 
immediate consideration these important matters, 
and the adoption of measures for abolishing all use- 
less places and sinecures; for the reduction of our 
present enormous military establishment; for making 
every practical reduction in the public expenditures, 
and restoring to the people their just share and 
weight in the legislature. 

Signed by order of the court, 

HENRY WOODTHORPE. 


To which his royal highness was pleased to make 
the following answer:— 

{t is with strong feelings of surprise and regret, 
that I receive this address and petition of the lord 
mayor, alderman and commons of the city of London, 
in common council assembled. 

Deeply as I deplore the prevailing distress and 
difficulties of the country, I derive consolation from 
the persuasion that the great body of his mujesty’s 
subjects, notwithstanding the various attempts 
which have been made to irritate and mislead them, 
are well convinced that the severe trials which they 
sustain with such exemplary patience and fortitude, 
are chiefly to be attributed to unavoidable causes, 
and I contemplate with the most cordial satisfaction 
the efforts of that enlightened benevolence which is 
so useful and laudably exerting itself throughout 
the kingdom. 

I shall resort with the utmost confidence, to the 
tried wisdom of purliament, at the time, which, 
upon the fullest consideration, I have thought most 
advisable under the present circumstances of the 
country; and I entertain a perfect conviction that a 
firm and temperate administration of the govern- 
ment, assisted and supported by the good sense, 
pubiic spirit, and loyalty of the nation, will effectually 
counteract those procecdings, which, from what- 
ever motive they may originate, are calculated to 
render temporary difhculties the means of produc- 


|ing permanent and irreparable calamity. 


FRANCE, 

The king is unwell with the gout—great efforts 
are making to negoeiate loans to supply the enor- 
mous deficit in the budget of 1817—diseontents 
and seditions are spoken of, in which gen. Vandam.- 
me is supposed to havea part. But other accounts 

ay that all is quiet. 

A conspiracy is said to have been detected at 
Bordeaux. It is said to have been the intention to 
drive out the Bourbons, and declare Muria Loua 
-egent of France. 

Phe exportauion of corn from France is prohi- 
bited. 

Gen. Savary has been tried and condemned to 
death, par contumace. 

France, like England, 1s filled with riots for the 
The government, 
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it seems, cannot pay, and yet is afraid to ask the 
retirement of, the allied troops. 

The French press seems even yet too free for the 
clemency of the Bourbons—new decrees have been 
introduced to rezulate it. 

The journal of Grenoble, of the 19th, publishes 
the following article. 

“The emperor of Morocco has just written to 
the king, offering to permit corn to be exported 
from the ports of his kingdom to Marseilles, in any 
quantity that should be necessary. His majesty 
has answered this prince with his own hand, thank. 
ng him, and accepting his offer. ‘This fact has been 
communicated to us by a person in this city, wor- 
thy of faith, and well informed.” ae 

‘The French papers almost made the late riots in 
London to amount to a revolution! 

The following is extracted from a London paper 
of Dec. 19—*On the 8th inst. the festival of the 
conception of the virgin Mary was observed with 
its usual solemnities among the French Catholics. 
On this occasion the figure of the virgin Mary was 
placed in the open court opposite the museum, 
at Rouen, according to immemorial custom, to 
which the people flocked in numbers. But, to the 
astonishment of every worshipper, the statue had 
been decorated, by some unknown persons, with a 
beautiful tri-colored cap, and the sash which Na- 
poleon Bonaparte usually wore suspended over the 
shoulder. The device occasioned an electric sen- 
sition throughout the city; and for some time nol 
one would dare to remove the revolutionary em- 
blems for fear of defiling the sacred figure.” 

NETHERLANDS. 

The further exportation of corn from Holland, &c. 

is said to be prohibited. 


SPAIN, 

An extensive conspiracy in Spain is said to have 
been detected. Several of the alleged conspirators 
are confined in the fortress of Pampaluna. The 
most gloomy despotism reigns in Spain. 

Great complaints are made by the British against 
Ferdinand for his regulations about their manufac- 
tures; the duties on many of which amount to a 
prohibition. Besides those of British manufacture 
it appears that his edicts extend to all East India cot- 
tons, with nankeens &c. Thesupply of Spain with 
these is granted as a monopoly to the Philippine 
company, who receive their stock from Manilla. 

The imbecile state of this kingdom is manifested 
by the continued blockade of Cadiz by a few patriot 
privateers, by whom many rich captures continue 
to be made. The long talked of expedition against 
the colonies remains in statu gz for want of money, 
andit seems that the merchanis are themselves about 
to fit out a frigate to protect the trade at their 
@wn expence—the king being unable to do it! 

Vobility. Vhe king has granted to a comimunity 
gi Dominician Monks the privilege of selling, for 
their own profits, four titles of nobility, those of 
marquis and count. 

ITALY. 

The senate of Turin have ordered all the people 
to make a return of the quantity of grain and bread 
stuffs they have on hand, on pain of confiscation of 
all the property detected. 

The Roinan states are over-run with armies of 
wobbers, one of which lately defeated the troops of 
the pope in a regular battle. Their depredations 
are very extensive. 

NORTHERN EUROPE, 
Some “foolish war reports,” at Vienna, lowered 


ported that Russia was going to war with Turkey, 
and that Austria was to “assist.” 

“Conscription” —worse than the *French.”—In 
“delivered” Poland every man, without distinction 
of rank, origin or religion, is to perform military 
service as required by his master, the emperor of 
Russia, for the space of ten years—beginning at the 
age of 20 and ending with that of 30. 

The new king of Wirtemberg is spoken of highly 
as being a gentleman. He is actively employing his 
power to ameliorate the condition of his people. By 
abolishing some of the trappings of his court, he 
has done more than ajl the boasted charities of the 
British royal family, with the bench of bishops and 
train of placemen and pensioners, amount to. It is 
really pleasant to find an honest man among the 
breed of kings. 

EAST-INDIFS. 

The British forces in Celebes have obtained a 
decisive victory over the natives at Macassar. 

1509 houses were destroyed by fire in the town of 
Port Louis, isle of France, in Sept. last. 

Bonaparte-—A London paper of the 2nd of Dec. 
mentions, that Bonaparte is actually engaged in 
composing the “annals of his life; and that he em- 
ploys count de les Casas as his amanuensis.—The 
count has mformed a Mr. Warden, that the cam- 
pains of Egypt and Italy, and what Bonaparte calls, 
‘“my reign of ahundred davs,” were already com- 
pleted, and that the intermediate periods were in a 
progressive state. 

BARBARY POWERS. 

There are reports that the cruisers of Morocce 
have captured some Dutch ships, and that, in con- 
sequence, admiral Capellan, with his squadron; had 
proceeded to Tangiers to demand satisfaction. 

WEST-INDIES. 

A furine seems to be apprehended in Martinique, 
yet “colonial” regulations appear to preponderate. 
Flour will be admitted on a duty of 6 per cent. and. 
wheat may be brought “directly from the United 
States” in “French vessels,” on a duty of 4 per 
cent. 

HAYTT. 

The rival chiefs appear to have settled their dis- 

putes for the present, and all is quiet. 


BRITISH AMERICA. 

The Canada papers have many details of the petit 
guerre carrying on in the north west, between the 
the Hudson bay and North West companies. 


“SPANISH AMERICA.” 
Tt is said that both the English and Spanish charge 
des affaires, at Rio Janeiro, have protested against 
the expedition of the Portuguese against the pro- 
vinces of the Rio de la Plata!—which, it is probable, 
will amount to nothing. Their force had, at the 
last accounts, ssecnniaesd=nibiiie: 

A general action is said to have taken place near 
Barcelona, on the 23d December, in which the pa- 
triois under general Piar were completely defeated,. 
losing about 4000 men, a remnant only escaping in- 
to Barcelona, where they were closely blockaded; 
as it appears by Jand and sea. 

Gen. Bolivar and admiral Biron, however, have de-, 
clared the whole coast of the main in a state of 
blockade. Their force is said to amount to 2500 er 
500U men. 

MEXICO. 

It is reported that 16 millions of dollars have ré- 
cently arrived at Vera Cruz, under a strong escort. 
Thecelebrated Dr. W. D. Robinson said to have 
been killed at Boquilla, is a prisoner with the Spa- 





the exchange in one day 20 percent. It was re- 
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Bills of Mortality. — 


For the year 1816. 
Boston. 

T6tal deaths 904—smallest number in June, 53; 
greatest in February, 98. Under 1 year 186; 1 to 5 
years 127; above 60, 112. Diseases—consumption 
180; fevers 120; infantile 195; apoplexy 18; dropsy 
12; still born 31; old age 37; mirasmus 37, &c. &c. 

Newrvonrt, R. 1. 

Deaths in the Rhode-Island monthly meeting of 
the society of Friends, or Quakers, residing at New- 
port and consisting of more than 400 persons. 

In 1812-8 persons, the youngest 60, the oldest 
84 years of age. 

In 1813—8 persons; the youngest 49, the oldest 
85 years of age. 

In 1814—1 person only, aged 87 years. 

In 1815—5 persons; the youngest 48, the oldest 
90 years of age. 

In 1816—9 persons; the youngest 58, the oldest 
94 years of age. 

Total amount of the ages of the above $1 persons, 
2298 years, giving an average of 74 years and up- 
wards to each. 

During these five years not a single child died, 
nor any other person under:48 years of age. 

The above statement, perhaps, is without a pa- 
rallcl, and argues, like an angel “trumpet-tongued,” 
in favor of temperance and regularity of life. 

New-York. 

Total deaths 2739—the montlis not stated. Un- 
der 1 year 522; 1 to 5 years 396; above 60, 286, of 
whom 7 were from 90 to 100. Diseuses, generally, 
not given. Increase of deaths, compared with the 
last year, 232. Ninety-eight persons died of the 
$mali-pox in the mouth of January, among whom 
Was a woman aged 97 years! The cases of consump- 
tion are given at 678. 

IN THE CITY AND LIBERTIES OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Total deaths 2040—smaliest number in February, 
122; greatest in August, 226. 
1 to § years 302; above 60, 24V. Diseases—con- 
sumption of tlre lungs 347; convulsions 180; pleu- 
risy 126; cholera morbus 94; various fevers 176, of 
whom 84 of typhus; dropsy 33, in the breast 19, in 
the brain 65; still born 97; decay 63; old age 60; 
debility 52; apoplexy 50; inflammations 101; child- 
bed 7, &c. &c. 

BaLTIMore. 
City and precincts. 


Total deaths 1317—smallest number in October, | 


80; greatest in August, 212. Under 1 yeur, 477; 1 to 
9 years, 117; above 60, 71, of whem 1 above 100. 
Diseases—cor.sumption 250; cholera morbus 132; 


fits 91; fevers 91; hoopwg cough 105; pleurisy 75; 


still born 78; worms 76; dropsy 33, in the brain 3; 


shild bed 26; small pox 2; apoplexy 52, &c. The city 


and precincts are supposed to have a population of 
about 60,000 souls—the deaths were 32 less than 
last year. 
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pointments, by the president of the United States, 
with the advise and consent of the senate. 

To be secretary for the departinent of state, Jonn 
Quincr Anams, of Massachusetts. 

To be secretary for the department of the trea- 
sury, Wituram H. Crawrory. 

To be secretary for the department of war, Isaac 
Sutiay, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Crowninsmiecp, it is understood, remains 
at the head of the navy department. 

Washington City, March 7—The senate of the 


Under 1 year 455; | 


United States adjourned yesterday at an early hour. 
Previous to the adjournment, the vice president re 
tired from the chair, according to the usage at the 
close of a session, and Mr. Gaillard was again 
chosen president pro-tempore of the senate. 
Appointments by the president and senate. 

Richard Cutts, late superintendant general of mi- 
litary supplies, to be second comptroller of the trea- 
sury department, under the act of the 3d of March, 
1817, to provide for the prompt settlement of public 
accounts. 

Wiltiam Lee, \ate accountant of the war depart- 
‘ment, Peter Hagner, late additional accountant of 
ithe war department, Constant Freeman, late ac- 
countant of the navy department, and Stephen Plea- 
sonton, of the state of Delaware, to be auditors in the 
treasury department, under the act aforesaid. 

John Coffee, of Tennessee, to be surveyor of the 
lands in the nothern part of the Mississippi territory,- 
under the act of third of march, 1817. 

Israel Pickens, of North Carolina, to be register 
of the land office, to be opened in the Mississippi 
territory under the act of Sd March, 1817. 

Stephen .Ircher, of Maryland, to be additional 
Judge in the Mississippi territory, to reside in the 
/eastern part thereof, under the act of the 3d March, 
(1817. 
| The following appointments were made by the 
president of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, during the late 
'session: 
| Joseph Philips, late of the army of the United 
‘States, to be secretary of the Dlinois territory. 
| Robert Jaques, of New-York, to be consul at St. 
Croix. 
| John Howard March, of New Hampshire, to be 
,consul at Madeira. 
| Daniel Strobel, of South Carolina, to be consul at 
Bordeaux, in place of William Lee, resigned. 
| Wiliam Davu, of Pennsylvania, to be consnl of 
ithe United States at Kingston upon Hull, in Great 
Britain. 

Joseph Ray, of the same state, to be consul at 
Pernambucco, in Brazil. 

Jose dus Santos Monteiro of Brazil, to be consut 
for the Island of Maranhoa, in Brazil. 

Reuben G. Beasley, of Virginia, to be consul at 
Havre de Grace. 

Robert Trimble, of Kentucky, to be judge of the 
|United States for the district of Kentucky, 
| Edward MWyer, of Mussaciiusetts, to be consul of 
the United States at Hamburg. 

Henry Wilson, of Marvland, to be consul at Nantz. 

Edward Chureh, of Kentucky, to be consul at 
'POrient. 

John B. Frazier, of Massachusetts, to be consul 
for the Island of Curvacoa. 

John O. Sullivan, of New-York, to be consul at. 
Magodore, ti Morocco. 
| Joel Hart, of New-York, to be consul at Leith. 

















Adjutant and inspector-general’s office, 
February 22, 1817. 

On the 17th of February, 1817, the president, By 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, made 
ithe following appointments in the army of the 
‘United States, viz. 

Panl H. Perrault, to be topographical engineer. 

Cary Nicholas, to be battalion paymaster. 

Samuel Ayer, to be post-surgeon, 

George B. M‘Knigit, to be surxeon’s mate, ist 
infantry. 

Mattron Ball, to be surgeon’s mate, 4th infantry. 

Henry Taylox, to be cl lieut. 6th infantry. 

Wilitam S. Biair, to be 3.1 hieut. rifle reg iment. 
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Edwin Wyatt, to be surgeon, rifle regiment. 

And on the 19th of February, 1817, the president, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
made the following appointments in the army of the 
United States, viz: 

Hugh Young, to be assistant topographical engi- 
neer. 

C. G. Garrard, to be post surgeon. 

Francis 8. Murdoch, to be 2d lieut. 1st infantry. 

James Collins, to be 2d lieut. 1st inf. 

Overton C. Addison, to be surgeon’s mate Ist inf. 

Stephen Griffith, to be 2d lieut. 2d inf. 

James Stewart, to be 2d lieut. 4th infantry. 

John C. Wells, to be 2d lieut. 4th infantry. 

Francis W. Brady, to be 2d lieut. 4th infantry. 

J. R. Clark, to be 2d lieut 4th infantry. 

Horace Broughton, to be 2d lieut. 6th infantry. 

Wm. H. Nicholl, to be surgeon’s mate 6th inf. 

James Roane, to be 2d lieut. 7th inf. 

D. Shelton, to be 2d lieut 7th inf. 

Charles Betts, to be 2d lieut. 7th inf. 

Isaac W. Snowden, to be surgeon’s mate 7th inf. 


By order, D. PARKER, 
Adjutant and inspector general. 
Specie. Large quantities of specie have arrived 


in the United States within the last two or three 
weeks. Much of it from the West Indies, and 
some from Europe. We cannot suppose there is 
at present any real scarcity of the precious metals 
in our country. 

Mr. Hughes, charge des affairs at Stockholm, 
arrived in London on the 15th of December on his 
way to Sweden. 

Maruland Penitentiary.—A fire broke out in the 
oakum loft of this fine establishment, on Wednesday 
evening last, by which the roof of the wing and some 
considerable part of the floors, in parts not arched, 
were destroyed. The centre building, wth the 
work shops, &c. were uninjured. It is supposed 
to have been caused by design. Not a single crim- 
inal escaped. The loss estimated at 12 or 15,000 
dollars. 

Died, suddenly, on Tuesday last, Joseph H. Ni- 
-cholson esq. chief justice of the 6th judicial dis- 
trict of the state of Maryland, (of which Baltimore 
forms a part) and president of the Commercial and 
Farmers’ bank of Baltimore. On the death of this 
great and good man, the gentlemen of the bar im 
mediately assembled, judge Bland in the chair, and 
resolved to wear crape as a tribute of respect to 


his memory until the end of the ensuing session of 


the court; and the city counciis of Balifinore passed 
a resolve to attend his funeral, headed by the mayor. 
A long procession of our most respectable citizens, 
followed his body to the “narrow house,” “appoint- 
ed to all the living.” 

The decease of this man is a public calamity—he 
was possessed of fine talents, well cultivated, which 
were applied with a just discrimination and inflex- 
idle integrity. But his character as a judge, as 
president of one of our most respectable monied 
institutions, as captain of a most reputable artille- 
ry company, which assisted in the glorious defence 
of Fort M‘Henry, on the memorable 13th of Sep- 
tember, 1814—however honorable they may have 
been to him for an enlightened independence, libera! 
deportment, or undaunted courage—were eclipsed 
by the generous qualities that endeared him to a 
large circle of relatives and friends—to the former, 
though his means were limitted, he stood as a com- 
mon father and protector; and he was the pride of 
the latter. Me died in the meridian of his useful- 
hess, being aged only 47 years. 


Virginia Legislature. 
The following may be useful to our friends in Vir- 
ginia for reference. 

In the house of delegates, Feb. 11.—The house took 
up the engrossed bill for equalizing the representa- 
tion in the senate, and equalizing the land tax. A 
long and interesting debate ensued—Messrs Hay 
and Tucker being in opposition to the bill; Mr. 
Tazewell in favor of it—Mr. Mercer, (of L.) made 
some remarks on certain incidental points. The de- 
bate took a wide range, both on the ground of ex- 
pediency and constitutionality. The opponents of 
the bill contending that it was contrary to the state 
constitution—the latter repelling the idea. The 
question was finally taken, by ayes and noes, and the 
bili passed—aves 75, noes 71, as follows: 

AYES—Messrs+ Wise, Maury, Penn, [Amherst] Anderson, Black- 
burn, Jordan, Campbell, Pate, Cojston, Wilson, [Botetourt,] Cook, 
a Hill, [Brunswick,}] Austin, Yancey, [Buckingham.]} 
attaile, Demoville, Wyatt, Richardson, Taylor, [Chest« rfield,} 
Phweatt, Wilson, [Cumberland,] Barrette, Hardaway, King, Ar- 
mistead, [Elizabeth-City.} Buckner, Marshall, Payne, Cary, 
[Fluvanna,} Cook, [Franklin,] Matthews, Hyde, Land, Johnson 4 
[Giles,} Clarke, [Halifax,] Jackson, MeWhortcr, Chamberlayne, 
Atkinson, Brown, Hankins, Stuart, Braxton, Mercer, [Loudoun,} 
laylor, [Lunenburg] Alexander, jr. Bradford, Graves, Christian, 
Cook, [Norfolk,] Pollard, Wilson, [Northampton,] Jones, Juur. 
[Nottoway,] Pincham, Shelton, Martia, Clarke, [Powhatan } 
Booker. Lindsay, Marteney, Booth, Mitchell, Johnson, [Southamp- 
ton,) Belches, Mercer, [Spottslvania,] Judking, Jas. ‘Thompson, 
(‘Lazewell,) Rees, B. Thompson, ['Tazewell.] Peseud, Cary, | War- 
wick,] Estill, Smyth, [Wythe] Scott, Shield, ‘l'azewell—75. 

NOES— Messrs, Stanard [Speaker.] Yancey [Albemartle,] Lane, 
Edie, Doddridge, Lewis [Campbell,] Armistead [Charles-City,} 
Baker, Turner, Smith, [Cabell] Latane Garnett, Thompson, 
[ Fairfax.] Hunter, Williams, Sexton, Jones, [Gloucester] Seawell , 
Currin, Cooley, Starke, [Greensville,] Smith, [Giles,] Me’Carty, 
Starke [Hanover,] Hay, Hairston, Allen, [Henry.] Morgan, Wilson, 
{Kanawha,] Ruster [Kanawha,] Harwood, Hill, [King- William,} 
Biscoe, Crabtree, Fleming, Daniel, Banks, Allen [Madison,} Clen- 
dinnen, Ransome, Tarry, Healy, Gray Thomas [Monroe,] Wilson’ 
[Monongalia,} McHenry, Charlton, Borland, Blackwell, Edwards, 
Irwin, Mallory, Staples, Hiner, Hinkle, Tucker, McRae, Foster, 
Belfield, Bowyer, Bryan, Fugate, Caldwell, [Russell,] Fullen, 
Rinker, Stcenbergen, McCoy, Hungerford, Stokely, Bukey Ro- 
bertson, [Richmend,]—71. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Sexton to re-con- 
sider the bill “to incorporate the Manchester turn- 
pike company,” &c.—declaring that he had voted 
against the bill yesterday, and was dissatisfied with 
the vote he had given. Mr. Clarke (of Powhatan) 
stated, that this was a strong case; that one of the 
majority had already stated that he was dissatisfied 
with his vote, and that other gentleman had stated 
the same. Mr. Mercer (of L.) opposed the motion 
—Messrs. Blackburn, Doddridge, Smith and Hay 
followed on the same side—Messrs. Baker, Lane, 
and Thwaett enforced the motion. The questior, 
however, was finally taken, by ayes and noes, and 
the motion was lost—Ayes 61, Noes 66. 

In the senate, Feb. 11.—The bill “requiring the 
sheriffs of the different counties and corporations 
within this commonwealth, to take the sense of the 
people upon the propriety of calling a convention,” 
which was, on Friday last, reported from the com- 
mittee with an amendment, which was read, and 
with the bill laid upon the table, on motion of Mr. 
A. H. Powell, was taken up. 

The amendment proposed by the committee be- 
ing again read, and, on motion, amended was on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the house. 

And, on the question being put on the 3d reading 
of the said bill, as amended, it was rejected by 
house—-Ayes 9, Noes 12. 

The Ayes and Noes being required on that ques: 
tion, were as follows: 

AYES—Edward Watts, [Speaker] Chapman Johnson, John W. 
Green, Cuthhert Powell, Alfred H. Powell, Francis Preston, George 
I. Davison, Thomas C. Hoomes, and Joseph C. Cabell—9. 


NOES—James Robertson, jr. Thomas Tayior, William Cham~ 
berlayue, William Lee Ball, Bartholomew D. Henley, John Hill 








Richard Jones, John Cargill, Armistead Hooincs, Brazure Wy PTYS% 
Jolun Hooe, and John Cropper—12, 
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